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As the days are ever so slightly beginning to
lengthen again, I find myself getting my bicycle
ready for commuting to work again. I admit, I
am a fair weather rider and take November
through February off from commuting to work,
saving bike rides for those few and far between
sunny weekends.
I start off cleaning my bike, that road grime
builds up quick during winter rides. I check
shifters, brakes and apply a fresh coat of chain
lube. Nothing is worse than listening to a noisy
chain complain on a quiet morning ride. I check
the batteries in my lights, those cold months in
the garage seem to sap the life out of them.
Before heading out, I double check that I have
the essentials - a helmet, a spare tube, tire
levers, and a working pump. I don’t know if it is
just me, or if there is actually more debris on the
road in the spring, but I always seem to get a flat
or two during my first weeks of riding again.
As I emerge from commuting hibernation, I
have to remind myself, car drivers are as
unaccustomed to seeing bikes on the road as us
riders are riding out on the road.
With more sand in the gutters and on the
shoulders from the snow, I keep an easier pace,
and let’s face it, after a few months off from
consistent riding, my lungs feel the burn of that
crisp winter air!
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It’s great to get back on the
road, and after my many
years of sharing the road
with cars, I luckily have
never been injured. I believe
that has to do with my understanding that no matter
how many lights I have on my bike, no matter how
bright the bike clothes, I can end up in a vehicle’s
blind spot and it only takes a second. Let's all do our
part to stay safe.
Drivers: Be on the lookout for cyclists and more
pedestrians out. Avoid distractions such as texting,
calling, or eating while driving.
Cyclists: Obey traffic signs, signals and road
markings just like you would in a car. Avoid or
minimize riding on sidewalks. Plan routes ahead of
time and choose roads with less traffic, slower speeds
and wide shoulders. Properly fit your bike helmet.

On February 2nd, we heard a staff update on the
City’s Bike Plan, which will be updated later this
year. The goal of the plan is to improve bike safety,
enhance connections, address equity, and increase
ridership. If you ride a lot, stay tuned. We’ll need
your input on the plan to help identify which
improvement projects should be prioritized.
If you haven’t already, be sure to bike the
Sammamish River Trail and see our new pedestrian
bridge at the Park at Bothell Landing. Happy and
safe riding!
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MEET YOUR CITY COUNCIL
Back row - Deputy Mayor Zornes,
Councilmember Thompson, Councilmember
McNeal, Councilmember Agnew, Mayor Olsen
Front row - Councilmember McAuliffe,
Councilmember Duerr

CONTACT US

COVID-19 VACCINE
Check your eligibility by
using the Phase Finder:
findyourphasewa.org
If you are eligible, you can
find your closest provider at:
doh.wa.gov/VaccineLocations

If you need language
interpretation or can't use
the online Phase Finder tool,
call the WA COVID-19
Assistance Hotline at:1-800525-0127 or 1-888-856-5816,
then press #.

City Hall 18415 101st Ave NE...........M-F, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Reception.................................................425-806-6100
Public emergency updates...............425-806-6109
Community Development.................425-806-6400
Parks and Recreation........................ 425-806-6760
Permit Services.......................................425-806-6101
M-W, F 9 a.m. - 4 p.m., Th 9 a.m. - noon
Public Works............................................425-488-0118
Spill Hotline 24 hours/day.................425-806-6750
Utility Billing...........................................425-806-6881
Fire & Police Emergencies 24 hours per day......9-1-1
day......9-1-1
Fire and E.M.S. Department (non-emergency)
10726 Beardslee Blvd (Downtown Firehouse)
M-F, 7 a.m. - 4 p.m................................ 425-806-6242
Municipal Court........................................... 425-487-5587
10116 NE 183rd M-F, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m..
Operations Center.........................................425-488-0118
21233 - 20th Ave SE M-F, 8 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Police Department Lobby
18410 - 101st Ave NE M-F, 7 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Police Department (non-emergency)
24 hours per day......................................425-486-1254

www.bothellwa.gov
www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/COVID19/Vaccine
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COURTESY OF
MILLER HULL
PARTNERSHIP

NEW FIRE STATIONS
Bothell is well on its way to having two new
replacement fire stations! On February 2nd, City
Council agreed to move forward with the final
design and construction of Stations 42
(Downtown) and 45 (Canyon Park).
These two new fire stations will allow Bothell Fire
Department to provide the community with firstclass emergency services for the next four
decades.
The Build Team BNBuilders/Miller Hull are
finalizing the design of both stations, which is
75% complete. The team's next step is to create
temporary housing and facilities to stage crews
and apparatus during construction. Demolition of
the existing fire stations is expected to begin in
July. Stations 42 and 45, are both projected to be
complete and "move in" ready by 2023.
These stations are almost entirely funded by the
voter-approved Safe and Secure Bond passed in
2018. We cannot thank you enough Bothell for
your support and partnership in public safety.
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National Public
Works Week
May 16 - 22

PUBLIC WORKS ACCREDITATION
The City of Bothell Public
Works Department was
awarded full accreditation
by the American Public
Works Association (APWA).
The City of Bothell joins a select group of nine
other agencies in Washington to have been
awarded the designation and 155 accredited
agencies across the United States and Canada.
APWA’s accreditation program provides a means
to formally verify and recognize agencies’
compliance with nationally recognized
recommended management practices developed
by members of APWA. The voluntary accreditation
process encourages self-improvement through
performance, educational programs, and
community pride to ensure that the highest
industry practices are met or exceeded.
Reviewers from other Public Works agencies
evaluated Bothell’s work in the form of best
practices and determined that the City met
requirements in all 411 applicable areas, with
seven deemed as “Model Practices” that will be
shared with other agencies.

PUBLIC WORKS

Bothell’s Public Works Department is
responsible for the planning, design,
construction, and maintenance of the City’s
infrastructure and provides a variety of
essential services to safeguard quality of
life, health, property, and public welfare.
"The entire City of Bothell organization is
proud to receive APWA Accreditation and
our peers’ recognition of Bothell Public
Works’ excellence. Our mission is to
enhance the quality of life for Bothell
residents, visitors, business owners and
employees. Achieving Accreditation
confirms that we are on the right path,"
said Erin Leonhart, Public Works Director
and Interim City Manager. "The Public
Works Department is committed to the
continuous improvement necessary to meet
our mission and maintain accreditation. I
am so proud of this team and the
accomplishment, particularly given the
challenges we faced along the way.”
The accreditation process is designed to
help agencies continue to improve. Agencies
must apply for reaccreditation every four
years.
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SAFE STREETS & SIDEWALKS
ANNUAL UPDATE
The Safe Streets & Sidewalks Levy,
passed by voters in 2016, helps make
routes to school safer with more
sidewalks and improved crosswalk
treatments such as flags and rapid
flashing beacons to increase visibility
of students crossing the street.
We’ve been hard at work over the past
year making routes to school safer. The
2020 Safe Streets & Sidewalks Report
and Financial Update is now available
to guide you through our progress.
Learn about the progress we made in
2020 and current and upcoming
projects at bothellwa.gov/safestreets.

2021 Utility Rates

Effective January 1, 2021, Bothell City Council adopted three ordinances
to approve utility rate increases for water (6%), sewer (3.5%), and
stormwater (5%) to fund reliable, safe, and efficient utility operations
and maintenance and to provide revenue for required utility
improvements. Rates were increased due to increased costs of
wholesale water purchase, cost of wholesale sewer treatment, and
general overhead cost increases.

PUBLIC WORKS
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Earth Day is April 22. To celebrate, University of Washington
Bothell, Cascadia College, and City of Bothell are partnering to offer
virtual events and activities to increase sustainability awareness in
the community and decrease our impact on the planet.

WASTEMOBILE
The Wastemobile travels to
communities to provide free, safe
disposal of household hazardous
waste, like batteries, pesticides,
oil-based paint, automobile
products, and cleaners. See the
full list of accepted items.

Open 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
April 9, 10, 11
May 14, 15, 16
June 25, 26, 27
August 20, 21, 22
October 15, 16, 17
UW
UW Bothell
Bothell Campus
Campus
18115
Campus
18115 Campus Way
Way NE
NE
Bothell,
Bothell, WA
WA 98011
98011

RECYCLE RIGHT

The 2021 Recycling Voucher Program is underway! The voucher
program allows residents to dispose of special items like large
appliances, clean wood, textiles, fluorescent bulbs and tubes,
scrap metal, and medical sharps free of charge at the Shoreline
Recycling & Transfer Station throughout the year.
When
Now - Nov. 30
Where
Shoreline Recycling &
Transfer Station
2300 N 165th St.
Shoreline, WA

Hours of Operation
Monday - Friday
7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Saturday - Sunday
8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Request your voucher at bothellwa.gov/recyclingvouchers

SUSTAINABILITY

BOTHELL BRIDGE

HEALTHIER
SPRING
CLEANING
When using a landscaper,
If spring motivates you
look for businesses that use
to tackle home repair and
organic products instead of
maintenance projects, you
pesticides and fertilizers,
aren't alone. While you’re
which can run off your
checking off your to-do list,
property into storm drains
remember to stay safe! You
when it rains.
can protect yourself, your
family, local streams, and
wildlife by keeping polluted
water and hazardous
chemicals out of the City’s
stormwater system. Unlike
sewage, whatever empties
into Bothell’s storm drains is
not treated before it reaches
the nearest body of water.
If you hire a professional to
do the work, look for a
vendor with a Bothell
business license. Choose
carpet cleaning, pet
grooming, auto detailing,
and pressure washing
services that don't dump
their wash water into the
storm drains. (Don’t be
afraid to ask vendors what
they do with their wash
water before you decide
whether to hire them.)

SUSTAINABILITY

Common sources
of stormwater
pollution
Pressure washing
Painting
Vehicle maintenance
Residential car
washing
Carpet cleaning
Swimming pool and
spa water
Concrete work
Pesticides and
fertilizers
Pet grooming

If you’re doing the work
yourself, take advantage of
the Wastemobile to safely
dispose of hazardous waste.

Learn tips about how to
safely take care of home
maintenance projects.
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SPRING NATURAL
YARD CARE
WORKSHOPS
Sign up for our free series of spring virtual natural yard care
workshops! Presented by Tilth Alliance, all workshops will be
held online through Zoom. Preregistration is required.

Putting the Right Plant in the Right Place
April 14, 7 – 8:30 p.m.
Living next to a stream or wetland proves to be a unique
environment when planning your garden. Join us as we
discuss native plants that help attract wildlife, stabilize
stream banks, require no chemicals and little maintenance,
and provide other benefits to streamside landscapes. This
class is aimed at those living along a stream or waterway, but
much of the native plant information we’ll cover can be
applied to almost any kind of garden in the Pacific Northwest.

Managing Pests and Weeds Along Waterways
April 21, 7 – 8:30 p.m.
Many unique pests and invasive weeds thrive in moist
environments, making them even harder to control. Come
learn about common problems that can be found along
streams and waterways, and why ignoring them can lead to
bigger problems, including slope erosion and destabilization.
We’ll show you different ways to remove and manage these
problems without using chemicals.

Attracting Pollinators to Your Garden
April 28, 7 – 8:30 p.m.
BEElieve it or not, but bees aren’t the only pollinators. Come
learn about more of the common pollinators and other
beneficial creatures in the Pacific Northwest and why they are
so important to keep around. Many pollinators require special
plants and habitat to keep them happy and healthy, so we’ll
teach you about the best plant picks to help them thrive. We
will also show you how to protect your pollinators by
managing common garden problems without using pesticides.

SUSTAINABILITY

This year's program is funded in
part by Washington State
Department of Ecology.
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If the winter cold kept you indoors
more than you expected, now is a great
time to get back outside and spend
some quality time preparing your yard
for spring. Learn what you can do now
to make sure your plants and soil are
ready for the season.

SPRING
GARDENING
TIPS
SURVIVE THE SOUND!
Predators and disease and pollution…oh my!
Puget Sound is a pretty tough place for
young steelhead. Learn how you can help
them by following Team #Bothell during
this May's Survive the Sound race – an
interactive online game that uses real
steelhead tracking data.

Once the votes are in and the race begins,
follow our fish on its blog each day of the
race to learn how the journey is going. Will
Team #Bothell’s fish be able to migrate
through Puget Sound all the way to the
Pacific Ocean without becoming someone's
lunch or meeting its demise another way?

But first, we need your help choosing which
of the 48 steelhead avatars should be our
team mascot.

Follow the epic journey May 3 - 7 at
bothellwa.gov/survivethesound.

SUSTAINABILITY
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GRILLING AND
BARBECUE
SAFETY
We're
heading
into
warmer weather which
means shish kabobs and
steak are back on the
menu. As you fire up your
grill, keep it a safe distance
away from your house,
deck railings and eaves.
Clean your barbecue after
every use to prevent grease
fires and always light your

gas grill with the lid open.
We also ask that when
cooking, you never leave
your grill unattended, and
that children and pets stay
at least three feet away.

Recreational
Fires Guidelines
Who doesn't love spending a
Saturday night by the fire,
roasting
s'mores
and
swapping stories? If you
plan to have a few backyard
fires this spring, stay up to
date on the burn ban status
and follow City of Bothell’s
recreational fires guidelines.

Click Here

Celebrate National Reading Month by checking out Bothell
Fire's Firefighter Storytimes, available online today.

FIRE AND EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS
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SPRING PREPAREDNESS
Know the Water, Know Your Limits
April showers bring May
flowers! We all love the
changing of the seasons but
with spring, comes heavy
rainfall and even flooding.
Remember, never or walk or
drive through standing water.
Six inches of water can knock
someone off their feet, and 12
inches of water can sweep a
vehicle
away.
Visit
bothellwa.gov/flooding for road
closure and flooding updates.

Washington
waters
are
especially dangerous in spring.
Rivers run high and swift from
snowmelt and even on hot
days, rivers, lakes and ponds
are still cold and can cause
hypothermia.
Know
the
temperature of the water,
always wear a life jacket and
keep a close eye on children if
they are near the water. Never
jump or dive into unfamiliar
waters. See additional tips from
Department of Health today.

Screens keep bugs out
but they don’t keep
children in!
It’s easy to forget just how dangerous open
windows can be when you have little ones in
the house. Be sure to install window stops or
guards to prevent any unwanted accidents.

FIRE AND EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS
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BADGE
BA
DGE OF HON
HONOR
B
CELEBRATING 40 YEARS AS AN OFFICER...
AND TRUE FRIEND TO SPECIAL OLYMPICS.
Make no mistake: For Captain Bryan Keller…
this is a milestone, not a finish line. He’ll
smile as he’s handed an engraved plaque,
honoring his forty years of service with Bothell
Police. He’ll blush and tolerate the many thank
you’s and congratulations that come his way.
But don’t expect him to segue a quiet life of
fishing or golfing. To the relief of Bothell
Police, Captain Keller has no plans to retire.
Keller still gets up before dawn every morning.
He puts on the uniform and polishes his boots,
the same way he did when he first reported for
duty on December 1, 1980.
As Keller recalls, Bothell looked a little different
back then. "There was one traffic light," said
Keller. Just one." Back then, a drive through
Bothell could be downright lonely.

POLICE NEWS

“If you were working a night shift and you
parked on the side of Bothell Way, you could sit
there for a few hours before you saw another
car drive by.”
Keller’s duties were different back then, too.
Frequently, they included cow herding. Before
there was a University of Washington campus
in Bothell, there was a cattle ranch. A big one.
And those cows liked to roam. "We'd often get a
call that the cows from the Truly farm had
gotten out," reflected Keller. "We had to go
help round them up."
Read more about Captain Keller's long career of
service and more memories of Bothell in the
longer story online.
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A CULTURE OF CARE

Meet Laural Cyrus, Parks Lead
With over 400 acres of parks, including 265 acres of
open space and 135 acres of active parklands, Bothell’s
park maintenance team is responsible for creating a
safe and thriving environment that can be enjoyed by
the community and wildlife for generations to come.
This quarter, we will meet Laural Cyrus who has been a
steward of these spaces for more than 10 years.
Q: How long have you been with the City of Bothell and what do you do here?
A: I was hired as a Park Maintenance Worker in April of 2010, so I’m coming up on my
11th year working for the Parks and Recreation Department. I was recently promoted to
Parks Lead Worker, and I’m very excited to serve the community in my new role. For
most of my career I have been responsible for maintenance on the City’s sports fields.
I’ve also been actively engaged with several internal committees, and am currently
serving as Chair of the Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Committee.
Q: What is your favorite thing about working for the City of Bothell?
A: I enjoy the wide variety of work that I get to do at the City of Bothell. Every day can
present new challenges and new opportunities, and it’s always exciting to come to work
with a great team of dedicated City employees who strive to do their best to deliver
exceptional service to the community.
(cont. on next page)

PARKS & RECREATION
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Q: Which City of Bothell park do you think everyone should visit?
A: There are so many great parks in the Bothell Parks system - it’s difficult to pick just one.
I would recommend everyone visit the beautiful open-space park of the former Wayne Golf
Course. It’s great to stroll along the shores of the Sammamish River or take in the views
from one of the bridges. You can catch birds, and beavers, and otters swimming by on some
days, or deer wandering out of the trees bordering the park. It’s a great park for a number
of activities and outdoor recreation with plenty of open space for all to enjoy.
Q: What is your favorite recreation/outdoor activity?
A: I enjoy all kinds of outdoor activities from camping, hiking, mountain biking, kayaking,
and skiing, however my favorite outdoor activity is hunting. I enjoy hunting grouse, turkey,
deer, and elk. I love being out in the woods, and I spend many, many hours out solo hunting
every year and spending time camping and hunting with friends. I recently started archery
hunting and I love the challenges and hard work that comes with it. I understand that
hunting is an activity that isn’t for everyone, but I find my time out in the woods alone
meditative and refreshing.
Q: Tell us something about yourself that most people wouldn’t know!
A: A lot of people don’t know that I’m a fraternal twin. Twins run in my family – I have
three sets of identical twin cousins and my Grandfather was also a twin.
Learn more about the Parks and Recreation team and services on our website, Facebook, and Instagram.

CONNECTING
THROUGH SERVICE
Join the City of Bothell team by
volunteering your time and talents
to support City programs, projects
and events. Volunteering provides
opportunities to learn about Bothell,
make an impact, and connect with
fellow community members. Join our
email list to learn more about
available opportunities!
Sign Up

PARKS & RECREATION
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Parks and Recreation Commissioner

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
My name is Vladimir Bejdo -- I am 17 years old,
and I am a junior studying political science at the
University of Washington.
I joined the Parks and Recreation Board in an
attempt to use some of the advisory experience I
had gained at the university level to help address
more proximate quality-of-life issues at the
municipal level in my own town. I feel that parks
and recreation departments can play a role in
alleviating some of the issues typically associated
with quality of life in bedroom communities like
Bothell -- pushing for changes that will help
activate that potential is what originally
motivated me to join the Board.
I have gained a good deal of first-hand experience
around municipal governance through my time
on the Board, and a growing appreciation for the
advisory function the Board can serve in that
governance process.
Through my term on the board, I hope to help
further youth interests in the parks and
recreation system (as expressed in the latest
iteration of the PROS plan) while also trying to
advocate on basic issues around the ongoing
maintenance, accessibility, and future growth of
our parks system.

bothellwa.gov/Boards
CITY GOVERNMENT 101

At the level of this municipal program, youth voices
ought to be heard precisely because the needs of
older youth are seemingly not well met in the Parks
& Recreation options provided by the City -- youth
input can be valuable in determining ways that the
City can provide amenities to youth, foster
community through its work, and keep its residents
engaged with the municipal Parks & Recreation
system.
Generally speaking, youth voices ought to be heard
to address the significant feelings of disaffection
and alienation which youth seem to be confronting
in the present. While many of us might be alienated
with the current condition of society, most of us
seem to be showing relatively extensive links to the
political process and heightened political awareness.

What makes me hopeful is that many of us
seem to be getting better at mobilizing for
change and articulating positions on issues
of economic and social justice. The bottomup role that youth can play in political
engagement is one that I think deserves
more attention.

Whenever I'm not studying or working, I'd typically
still be found doing a fair bit of reading regardless
(I'm personally occupied with a fair range of topics
that don't quite fall under what I formally study). I
always like a good hike, weather permitting; and,
from time to time, I play the autoharp.

BOTHELL BRIDGE

