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What to do with all that dog poop

...and why it matters!

COMPOST IT? NOPE.

Residential yard waste compost piles don't get hot enough
to kill the harmful organisms found in dog poop. And the
commercial composting operations don't want pet waste
because it contaminates their compost.

BURY IT? NOPE.

Burying dog poop allows pathogens and excess nutrients into
local streams, and it lets long-lasting bacteria and parasites
establish themselves in soils. Some dog owners use in-
ground digesters, which are like doggie septic systems, but
they have been known to malfunction frequently.

SCOOPIT,BAG IT, AND TRASH IT? YES!

Landfills are designed to keep pet waste contained,
monitored, and out of our streams. Choose bags with lots
of recycled content over biodegradable bags.
"Biodegradable" bags are often unable to break down
when trapped in the compacted layers in a landfill.

WHY DOES IT MATTER?

Dog poop is full of harmful bacteria that can make people,
pets, and wildlife very sick. When it rains, bacteria from dog
poop washes into storm drains where it's then carried
directly to the nearest stream, polluting the water. Leaving
dog poop in the grass offers a place for bacteria and
parasites to thrive for months, and sometimes for years!
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